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AGENDA

Call to Order - Karen Gautreaux
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GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT COMM SSI ON MEETI NG
NOVEMBER 28, 2001
ok x % %
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Wel come to the Louisiana Ground Water Managenment
Conmi ssion Meeting. 1'Il ask everyone to introduce
t hemsel ves for the record starting with Brad.

COVM SSI ONER SPI CER:

Brad Spicer, Louisiana Department of Agriculture

and Forestry.
COVM SSI ONER NAMMNAMBA:

Ful bert Namwanba, geol ogi st, engi neer.
COVM SSI ONER BOLOURCHI :

| "' m Bo Bol ourchi, Department of Transportation,
WAt er Resources Group.

COVM SSI ONER BOUDREAUX:

Phi| Boudreaux, Departnent of Natural Resources.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Karen Gautreaux, Governor Foster's office.

MR. FONTENOT:

Benni e Fontenot, W Ildlife and Fisheries. |I'm

substituting for John Roussel today.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER:

Li nda Zaunbrecher, Louisiana Farm Bureau.
COVM SSI ONER CARDWELL:

George Cardwell, Capital Area Ground Water
Conmi ssi on.

COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:
Ri chard Durrett, Sparta Ground Water Conmi ssion.

MS. | RI ON:
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Karen Irion, Departnent of Health and Hospitals,
substituting for Dr. Guidry.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. Qur first item on the agenda, as many
of you were present at the |ast Ground Water
Managenent Conmi ssion in which the selection conmmittee
saw presentations by the top two presenters. Well,
t oday we have the one that, if everything goes well,
will get the award. They've actually received a
verbal go-ahead to proceed with work on the contract.
The group that did get the award is C. H Fenstermaker
& Associ ates, and we've asked themto nake a
presentation. Also, they were here this nmorning and
became exposed to some of the issues by their
conversation -- well, by listening to conversation of
t he Ground Water Management Advisory Task Force, and
al so a subsequent nmeeting with representatives of the
Technical Commttee. So we were glad they were able
to do that. And would you like to come forward and
i ntroduce yourselves and make your presentation?
Brad, because we record these meetings, would you
pl ease use a m ke? Thank you.
MR. HAM LTON:

| m Brad Ham | ton, Executive Vice President for

C. H. Fenstermaker and Associ ates. We' ve been chosen

to do this project. |'mvery happy to be chosen and
| ook forward to the project. It's an exciting
project. W are all living in Louisiana, residing in

Loui si ana right now and are stakehol ders. So we have

a long-terminterest in what happens here in this
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whol e process.

At this point I"'mreally going to turn it over to
Raynond, because as far as having acconplished a | ot
to this date, we haven't done that much. W got the
notice to proceed, the verbal notice to proceed about
a week and a half ago and had our kickoff meeting. So
| think what Raynond is going to run through with you

is just kind of a historical of what's taken place so

far, and we'll just go fromthere. Raynond, very
briefly.
MR. REAUX:

Again, ny nane is Raynond Reaux. |'m going to be

t he project manager for the study. W did develop a
time line, at |least a history of what we' ve done at
least to this point to bring everybody up to speed.
As nost of you were here and aware of, we nade a
presentation on the 16th October, of which we found
out about ten days |l ater, October 26th, that we were
sel ected as the project team and basically a 14-day
protest period began so that we really would have to
go through that. We had a couple of neetings, the
first with at | east what | call the Comm ssion
Technical Commttee. | asked Karen and a coupl e of
peopl e what it was, the nane of the group, and we're
still struggling with what it is.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

It's just general staff meeting.
M . REAUX:

General staff meeting, okay. W've had two

nmeetings with them one on Novenber 6, mainly to
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introduce the parties, ourselves, the team to discuss
a couple of the contract issues, project schedule, and
we' ve al so begun tal king about the website and sone of
the site nanmes that we think are inportant and shoul d
be, | guess, reserved i medi ately.

We had a meeting a little bit Iater on the 9th of
Novenber. That was primarily a scope of services
neeting, and really some clarifications as we put the
proposal together. Some of you may have seen it. We
certainly sat in our office and put it together, but
there were some clarifications and sonme things that
needed to be addressed. So we went through that with
a couple of other itens. That was done on the 9th of
Novenber, which was also the end of the protest
peri od.

Bruce attended the Qutreach Conmmittee neeting on
the 14th, and we then received a verbal notice to
proceed on the 16th of November. | apologize if this
isalittle dry. W're just going through it a little
bit. So we got the notice to proceed on the 16th.
About the 20th we kicked it off in our office, trying
to get everybody started, geared up. We know this is
a short time frame. W're trying to nove forward, and
short of the holidays here we are about a week |ater
for this meeting. So that's kind of the time |ine of
activities, and we've been kind of kicked off
officially | guess about ten days.

MR. HAM LTON:
| apol ogize to nmy two conmpatriots. | should have

i ntroduced these guys here. 1'd like to introduce
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them Bruce Darling, who is with LBG Guyton of
Austin. Bruce is a resident in Lafayette for the
whol e duration of the project. He already has a

Laf ayette cell phone, has a Lafayette e-nmmil address,
and hopes to have his business cards printed up to
where he can get his mail here again. And standing
next to himis Brent Sonnier with The Onebane Firm a
law firmin Lafayette. He will be handling a | ot of

the |l egal issues that we are sure are going to surface

here. Bruce will be handling primarily ground wat er
i ssues and sone -- a lot of the planning issues, and a
little bit of surface water. So that's our team We

are ready to go, and we are |looking forward to it.

Do you have any questions? One of the biggest
t hings that we have to do initially here is to collect
data, and collect data not from just other agencies,
but comments fromthe public, comments fromthe
st akehol ders. Any kind of information that anybody
here has that feels -- and they feel that it's

i nportant that we know, we would actually encourage

you to contact us one way or another. W will have a
website out there probably up and running within, |'m
sure within a month, and we will publish the URL
address. We'Ill also try to acquire the attendance

l'ist here, and maybe get at |east a mailout with that
address to everybody that is sitting here today, and
this morning too. Wth that | think we are through.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Good. Are there any comments or questions from

the members of the Comm ssion?
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(No response.)

Thank you. [|I'msorry, Dr. Nanwanba?
COVM SSI ONER NAMAAMBA:

One thing that to me was not addressed, | mean, |
didn't have a chance to ask this question, |I'd like to
know your strategy or gane plan on addressing
groundwat er quality issues.

MR. DARLI NG

That's not an easy question to answer because we
haven't seen all of the data yet. W had a |ong
di scussion here at the Technical Commttee meeting
about what we need to do to start off. The first
t hi ng, of course, to do is gather all the information
fromall the agencies that have information related to
quality of ground water, that's both with respect to
t he maj or area of concentrations, and al so
radi ochem cal components of ground water, organic
constituency of ground water.

So the first thing to do is to conpile all the
data, to look at what's there, to |l ook at what we
m ght need to address, sonme shortfalls of that, and
then to combine that into some type of strategy for
advi sing the Comm ssion of what -- how conplete the
data are, and then what we need to do to collect the
data that we need to address specific issues down the
road for your planning purposes.

Just to start off with, we are -- we don't have a
definite plan because we just need to | ook at the data
first. So the data evaluation phase is the very first

thing that we need to do, and that's a rather
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substantial effort in itself. That includes both
ground water and surface water.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Do you have any -- is that --
COVM SSI ONER NAMMNAMBA:

No. | was just nentioning that because that's
one thing I'm | ooking out for.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Any ot her comments or questions?

(No response.)

Thank you. |'m sorry.
MR. SADE:
My nane is Morris Sade. |I'mfrom Mr aj

Envirotek. Do you have any specific nodel for the
arrangenment of groundwater managenent, or are you
going to develop such a nodel, or any need to
devel opi ng such a nmodel for the Louisiana --

MR. DARLI NG

You nean a nuneri cal nodel ?

MR. SADE:
Yes.
MR. DARLI NG

We're going to work with the existing nmodels. W
don't have the time or the budget to devel op new
nmodel s. So what we need to do is |ook at the existing
nmodel s to determ ne what they tell us. W need to
| ook at the existing nodels to discern what they can
tell us so that we can then advise the Comm ssion of
what m ght need to be done in ternms of addressing

specific water availability issues in Louisiana, or
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where you mi ght want to devel op new nodels. |[|'ve had
a |l ot of discussion with Brad Hanson over lunch about
work that the Louisiana Geol ogical Survey is doing to
devel opi ng numerical nodels in southwest Louisiana,
and, of course, we hope to gain a great deal from
working with LGS on that. But right now we cannot
devel op new nmodels. G ven the tinme franme, as | said,
we have to work with the data that are there and hope
that will tell us what we need to do, tell us what we
need to know, and make the recommendati ons that we
need to make in order to address those availability

i ssues or supply issues that | think you're trying to
get at.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Brad, will you and Bruce and Brent and Raynond,
you're planning to attend the whol e nmeeting? Because
typically we have an opportunity for public comment
and questions.

MR. HAM LTON:

We'll be here afterwards too. We'Ill stay as |ong
as someone wants us to.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Good. Thank you. So we'll nmove on to the next
agenda itemif there aren't any questions or coments
fromthe Comm ssion.

(No response.)

Thank you. All right, our next topic,
consi deration of the proposed staff and advi sory task
force recommendati ons on the revised emergency rule.

This morning this discussion was interwoven with




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

W RN NN RN N NN NNNR P RBP B R B B R b
O © ® ~N o O b W N P O © 0 N O U A W N B O

Page 12 of 35

commttee reports, but we'll just handle it altogether
at this point. Tony, if you can review, and | invite
the reporters for the commttees to go ahead and
you're wel cone to state what your recommendati ons
were, and Tony's discussion, | guess, will reflect
what noved up through the process.

MR. DUPLECHI N:

Thank you, Karen. |If you'll look at your
packets, you have two copies of the draft revised
emergency rules. The one that we worked on this
norni ng, canme up with this norning has the date
11/ 28/ 01 at the top of it, and it has the revisions,
so | will be addressing those. | will assune that
everyone had a chance to read the revisions that --
the revised rule as of the |ast Comm ssion neeting.
So I'Il skip the changes that were nmade between the
ori ginal one and what we came up with this norning.

| f you | ook on the second page, right-hand
colum, letter B, "applicant shall also submt

recommendati ons,” down on 2.a, we changed the wording
to read "restrictions on the ampunt of withdrawals by
any and/or all users" in accordance with RS 38:3099
3.D. Further down under Comm ssion review 3309.B was
moved from under 3305, | believe it was, "using al
avai |l abl e data presented to the Comm ssi on, an
analysis will be made by the Comm ssion to determ ne
if the area under consideration neets the criteria to
be designated a critical ground water area or could

becone a critical ground water area.” Originally we

struck that |anguage, but it was decided this norning
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to leave it in and nove it down under Comm ssion
Revi ew.

The | ast change we nmade this nmorning is under
3505 on the |l ast page, and it reflects the previous
change that was made under A . 2.a. "restrictions on the
amount of withdrawals by any and/or all users," in
accordance with RS 38:3099 3.D
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

And this -- after the discussion at the neeting,
t here was a general recognition, and also |I'd like to
say that John Roussel, who represents WIldlife and
Fi sheries and Bennie is representing today, had
forwarded a coment just recommendi ng that we
reference the section of the Act that discusses this
i ssue and cross-reference it. So that's where -- and
everyone who was active in that discussion of the task
force agreed that that was an appropriate thing to do,
t hat direct |inkage.

So are there any questions or conmments anong the
-- | would also like to forward a second item | had
to get nmy copy of John's remarks al so, that he
recommended in Section 305 -- 3305.A.5 that after we
-- the second recommendati on that John had nmentioned
was just sonme clarification | anguage in 3305. A. 5.

After the word "application,” he recommended that we
insert "and recomrendati ons regarding the proposed
critical ground water area," for clarification. So I
woul d |i ke the Comm ssion -- any questions or connments
regardi ng the proposed changes to the draft?

(No response.)
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comments, do we have a nption to

COWMM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

Second.

COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Brad nade the notion. Linda seconded. Any

di scussi on?
(No response.)
All in favor?
Opposed? (No r
Thank you.

MR. DUPLECHI N

(Aye.)

esponse.)

Our next step with this will be to present it to

the Office of the St

emergency rule expir

ate Register. The current

es on the 18th of Decenber, and

this will give us another 120 days fromthen. W do

pl an on goi ng ahead

conduct of hearings

with permanent rules for the

at our next avail abl e opportunity.

COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

|f there's no further comment on that item we'l]l

move on. The second topic -- Tony, | assunme you're

going to stay up for
at our meeting this
utilized on the Advi

Task Force which wor

this one too -- what we revi ewed
norni ng was a policy that we had
sory -- the Water Policy Advisory

ked well in that we brought the

recommendat i ons of each committee up for Task Force

di scussi on, unless t

t hat those types of

here was a higher level committee

recommendati ons ran for, but
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ultimately whatever came out of the comm ttees was
di scussed and endorsed or not by the task force as a
reconmendati on. So we have decided to reinstitute
t hat policy for our advisory task force. So fromthis
poi nt on the Conmi ssion will be receiving
recommendations fromthe task force. W'IIl still have
an opportunity through commttee reports if there's
some other itenms that didn't make it through the
process that the Comm ssion m ght want to just know is
an issue out there, but as far as recommendations they
will be devel oped through a consensus process with the
whol e task force.

And wel come, Dale and M. Cefalu. Let us note
t hat they've both joined us for this nmeeting, please.
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Karen, just thought we'd |l et you know that both
Bill and | have verified that the DNR Conservati on
hearing roomis still there.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

But for how much | onger, Dale, that's what we
need to know. Thank you.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

And enpty.
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

And enpty.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

l"'mglad y'all were able to confirmthat for us.
All right. So what we're going to be noving on to
right now, we just, Dale and Bill, approved the draft

emergency rules with revisions recommended by the
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advi sory task force and by one of our Comm ssion
menbers.

The next itemw ||l be the other recomrendations
by the task force that were not part of the energency
rules. Tony?

MR. DUPLECHI N

The first one relates to the list of wells that
are exenpt fromthe 60-day prior notice requirenments
in Act 446. The Agricultural Commttee, and this was
brought up during our |ast nmeeting, had wanted drought
condition wells added as another type of well that
woul d be exenmpt fromthe 60-day prior regi stration
requirenments. So | have included in your packet a
copy -- an updated copy of the nenp that was sent out
on September 27th, and now says December 3rd. It's
just a draft. But it shows that drought condition
wells could be added if approved by the Comm ssion as
a sixth type of well that have a presunption of just
cause for waiving the 60-day prior registration.

Drought wells or drought condition wells are
defined as a well installed to alleviate crop or
i vestock stress during periods of nodest or extrene
drought as indicated by the Pal mer Drought | ndex.
| "ve al so included a printout explaining what the
Pal mer Drought Index is. There are a nunber of
di fferent drought indices used, and the one that was
chosen by the Ag Comm ttee was the Pal mer Drought
| ndex.

One other small change. |If you look up to No. 5,

relief wells, I went ahead and changed the nanme of it
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to pressure relief wells. After listening to members
of the Ag Commttee talk this norning, relief has
di fferent meanings to different people. So | thought
t hat pressure relief wells would be a better name for
the relief wells.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Does that nanme change pose any difficulties for
anyone? (No response.) Okay, good. One of the --
t here was a good bit of discussion on this particular
item and there were a |lot of factors brought up, such
as when farmers are in a drought condition it may be
very difficult if they have to depend on the
turnaround time to arrange a well being dug. Also the
fact that the Staff is keeping track over the next
year and a half, year, as to what type of waivers are
granted or who is using -- because renmenber, all of
t hese are just 60-day advance regi stration waivers.
The well still has to be registered. |If there's a
change of use, that's still going to have to be noted.
So with that, the task force felt fairly confortable
in recomrendi ng that this policy be adopted, and I|'|
invite our Farm Bureau representative to add anyt hing.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

So noved.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Ckay. We have a notion. Do we have a second?
COVM SSI ONER SPI CER

| second.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Second. Any discussion?
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(No response.)

All in favor? (Aye.) Any opposed? (No
response.) Thank you. Were there any nore advisory
comm ttee recommendations? Oh, the prorata. The
what ?

MR. DUPLECHI N

The prorata.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

No, the industrial coments that were made.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Yes. That's the other recomendation. You can
go forward. Okay, | didn't recognize it by that
acronym Yes, that was a recommendation that we
agreed to.

MR. DUPLECHI N

We have a recommendation by the Industrial
Commi ttee that the Ground Water Managenent Conmi sSion
take the position of opposition on the devel opment and
i npl ementati on of | ocal ordinance for managenent of
ground water throughout the State of Louisiana. So
far only one parish has instituted their own ordi nance
for managi ng ground water. And the Industri al
Committee of the task force felt that this nmay be in
violation of the statutes -- that is left to be seen
-- but felt that some discussion needed to be
undert aken by the Conm ssi on.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Right. And that discussion, and I'll invite

everyone there this morning to chinme in, evolved into

a request for a legal analysis in terns of the roles
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and abilities, authorities of the Conm ssion relative
to local ordinances. |Is there anyone that would |ike
to comment on that particular iten? And we'll ask for
t he Conm ssion nenbers first.

COVM SSI ONER SPI CER

| think we ought to nove ahead with it.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

There's an agreenent we're going to do a | egal
anal ysis and come back and present it to the task
force.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

My only concern is this -- these regul ati ons or
| aws, once we finish comng up with the decision on
how t o manage the water systenms, is it going to take
precedence such as the hazardous waste authority of
the state, or are |ocal people going to be able to
come behind us and do additional |aws?

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

As | envision it, there is an opportunity -- the
| ocal governnments will have an opportunity to do
things that are consistent with the state |law. |
think if there's a |ocal governnent that sets up a
reginme that's not consistent with the state | aw then
that's where we'll probably -- and actually, it's
probably going to be the | ocal government's problemin
addition to creating confusion in different areas of
the state. | don't know if |I'm answering your
guesti on.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Well, my concern is if we're going to sit here
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and deci de on how we should manage the resource, and
t hen all ow another -- any other agency to come in and
change the rules, we may be defeating our purpose by
al l owi ng additional authority.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Right. We want to make sure that we're not in a
position where we have conflicting authorities from
the state law. You're right. And we have to al so
keep in mnd existing state and other federa
regul ations in noving forward.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

So are we going to allow | ocal governments to
have their own |aws and control the water sources?
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

Isn't that what the discussion is, that we'l
have | egal --

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Ri ght .

COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

There will be an analysis done to see what --
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Right. W're trying to nmake it clear where the
lines of authority as far as |legal authority are for
| ocal governments versus the state. For exanple, one
of the itens listed was, well, we have no real
charter, but we feel pretty confident in that the
state has a preenmption on this issue, so what -- we're
going to clarify that. And as much as we can worKk
with locals we'd |ike to encourage themto be able to

manage their water in a way that they feel is
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appropriate, but at the same tinme we want to make sure
it's conpatible with the existing state system so we
don't have a bunch of different |ocal systens and then
over a state system M. Durrett?

COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

For instance, in the Sparta, if we have our study
done and we have some recomendations to do somet hing,
we can't do anything -- we're going to have to bring
it to this Comm ssion; right?

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| think if you're operating within this Act that,
yeah, the Sparta should go ahead and put -- as | think
you're planning to do right now, go through the state
process, apply for the critical groundwater
desi gnation and so forth. And | think you could, if
you wanted to, go forward and set up some kind of
regul atory regime, but | think you would subject to --
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

| don't think we can.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| don't think -- | don't think you can either.
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

Qurs wasn't set up where you could, plus we don't
have a hone rule charter.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Right. | don't think --
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

| think that's the only question, whether there's
a home rule charter.

COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
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Well, even if there is a home rule charter, a | ot
of attorneys -- as we tried to indicate --
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

| understand. |'mnot arguing that. But |I'm
saying there's a lot of themthat | don't think
t here's any questi on.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

No, |I don't think there is. W'IIl clarify that
for those that don't believe it. Fulbert?
COVM SSI ONER NAMMAAMBA:

Yeah. | would like -- | would like when they do
the |l egal analysis, let's have a sort of time table or
atime line. | think what they've done, the |egal
anal ysis, they give us the feedback in good tinme, we
can have enough time to | ook over it, |ook over the
fine print. Because here you're tal king about
ordi nances versus state constitutional |aw plus the
general |aws, whether a new policy can cone in and
override | ocal ordinances. So | think we need a
t horough and we need a kind of a time |ine of some
kind to nake that decision.

COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

We' Il endeavor to have a review avail able before
t he next meeting, but | think also we're going to have
to incorporate this into -- | think it's both a short -

term answer in case different local entities want to

consi der an ordinance, and it's inportant for themto
know early on that the general framework, and al so for
us to incorporate |ocal needs as nuch as possible into

our statew de ordi nance. M. MHugh.
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MR. MCHUGH:

My nane is Tom Ed McHugh. |'m Executive Director
of the Louisiana Minicipal Association. And we
certainly understand the conplexity of the issue that
you're dealing with and the need to have a
conmprehensive policy on a statew de basis. W would
i ke the opportunity to work with you to make certain
t hat the constitutional questions, and we al ready have
t hat authority through the Constitution, that the
constitutional questions are net in such a way that it
doesn't restrict us in sone formor fashion that we
m ght not understand as we | ook at that issue today,
and we certainly pledge to work with you in that
manner. And | don't represent the Police Jury
Associ ation, but Roland and | are very close friends,
and | think |I'm expressing something that would be
somet hing that they would be nore than happy to work
with al so.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Yes, and 1'd like to reiterate, for any of those
t hat are doubtful, we certainly want to work
cooperatively. It doesn't do anyone any good for the
wat er resources of Louisiana to --

MR. MCHUGH:

We pl edge our resources and personnel to help you
with that issue.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. It's much appreciated. W'IlIl count
on it. Any other comments or questions on that issue?

(No response.)
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Tony?

MR. DUPLECHI N

The other two recommendati ons made by the
| ndustrial Commttee we have al ready addressed, that
was the changes that were made to the draft energency
rule that we tal ked about earlier. The staff,

Commi ssion staff worked with the Outreach Commttee to
devel op a news article for publication explaining what
work the Comm ssion had done up to this point, and I
don't know if --

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| guess we'll do that. There weren't any
reconmmendati ons. That can be included in the
comm ttee report. Thanks. | think that concludes --
MR. DUPLECHI N

That's pretty much it for commttee
recommendati ons.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Ckay. Fine. So you can just continue to the
Ground Water staff report.

COVM SSI ONER NAMMNAMBA:

If | jog nmy menory a bit, did the Qutreach
Committee talk of needing funds in the future to do
some of their work, or did | mss that?

MR. DUPLECHI N:

They' ||l probably go over that in their commttee

report.
MR. HAM LTON:
Excuse ne. | think they tentatively set January,

January 14 -- excuse me, January 9th as a neeting, but
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t hey were going to confirmthat by e-mail to everybody
on the commttee. They wanted to meet before you neet
agai n.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you.
MR. DUPLECHI N

Staff report. The Ground Water Managenent staff
devel oped a news article for the Qutreach Comm ttee,
as | spoke of a few m nutes ago, and | believe a copy
of that article is in each of your packets. The
article was transmtted back to the OQutreach Comm ttee
so they could make any changes or amendnents they
deemed necessary, and will go forward from here with
sending it out to the different newspapers around the
state and periodicals that may be interested in the
i ssues at hand.

So far the state has received -- the staff has
received 155 water well information sheets, 39 of
whi ch were received so far this nonth of November.
We're currently |looking into the possibility of
creating a water well database on the Departnent of
Nat ural Resources Strategic Online Natural Resources
| nformation System or SONRIS. W're also
investigating the feasibility of using this systemto
have an online registration form

We' ve made some updates to the website that we
currently have for the Comm ssion. All the
transcripts are posted as soon as we've proofread
them along with a sunmary of the neeting. Agendas

for upcom ng meetings are posted, as well as the
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neeting date and | ocation, and a copy of the draft
emergency rules on the website. Since our | ast
nmeeting we have issued two just cause decisions to New
Orleans for 16 dewatering wells to be installed by the
Sewer age and Water Board. |In addition, we have

recei ved several calls by |andowners or drillers
receiving just cause waivers for types of wells that
were al ready exenpt fromthe notification.

The bul k of our work for the past nmonth has been
in working with C.H Fenstermaker in getting the scope
of services and deliverables ironed out to where we
can get the contract signed as soon as possible.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. Are there any questions from
Conmi ssion members on the staff report?

(No response.)

Thank you, Tony. As nentioned, | guess the next
time we should put the reports before the
recomnmendati ons so we get the full scope. So we'll
take care of that. But for this meeting we have now
t he Advisory Task Force Comm ttee reports. Now, the
primary report of the Agriculture Commttee actually
resulted in the nmotion today, but would the
Agricultural Commttee |like to report anything el se?
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

| don't think so.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

The next commttee that reported this norning was

the Industrial Commttee, and we've heard sonme of

those results too. Whul d a menber of the I ndustri al
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Committee like to report?
MR. LYONS:

My nane is M ke Lyons and | chair the Industria
Comm ttee. Everything that we recommended has been
acted upon by the Comm ssion with the exception of the
fact that we are devel oping a questionnaire that wll
be sent to nenbers of the industrial community through
trade associ ati ons on groundwater and surface water
use and projected needs for the future. So we wil
have sone data, hopefully right after the first of the
year, with respect to industrial usage of both ground
wat er and surface water, and projected needs that you
will be able to utilize.

COW SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Great. That will be very hel pful. Thank you.

Any questions or comments of the Industrial Commttee?

(No response.)

The next group that reported at the meeting was
t he Qutreach Comm ttee, and as Tony nentioned, there
is an article being prepared for dissem nation to the
regul ar nmedia outlets, but | really do encourage --
we're also going to send it to nenbers of the advisory
task force and the Comm ssion and encourage you to
pass it along to publications that you know of, and
pl ease give us names so we can have that database for
future use as well. | think it's very inportant for
peopl e to have as conpl ete an understandi ng as
possi bl e of the whole process, and hopefully we'll get
their input throughout the process. But we'll need

t hat support in the end for a well -devel oped policy.
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The Qutreach Commttee also nentioned -- did
someone agree -- | don't want to take over Linda's
report. | know she couldn't be here this afternoon

Did soneone agree to give that report?

(No response.)

There was al so a discussion about, as Ful bert
ment i oned, some budgetary needs of the commttee.
They're going to be working, as | understand it, on a
better refined nunber, and we certainly froma state
perspective are going to try and support those
activities, but we also will ask for all of our
partners to support that effort. So if you have
opportunities to print or pass along information,
what ever your participation m ght be, we appreciate
it.

|s there any other item-- Fulbert, you sat in on
t hat conversation -- that you think the Qutreach
Committee would like to report on?

COVM SSI ONER NAMAAMBA:

| think after they meet --

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

We'll | ook forward. As Brad nentioned, there may
be an interimneeting on the 9th. They'll notify
everyone by e-mail. W'I|l try to pass along those

notifications, too. Are there any other questions or
comments on CQutreach?

(No response.)

The Technical Committee | know had a -- the
Technical and Surface Water Comm ttee met together and

had a fairly full discussion. | think it was hel pful
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to the C.H Fenstermaker group. Brad, are you --
Charlie? Sorry, Charlie Denms.
MR. DEMAS:

My nane is Charlie Demas. |'mthe chair for the
Techni cal Subconmmttee. We held a nmeeting of our
group to set a date to nmeet with the consultant to
transfer over all the information that's avail able
that they will need to design this managenment plan.
That includes both surface and ground water. There's
a lot of information avail able, and everybody is to
bring to the nmeeting the websites with what those
dat abases are | ocated at and whatever pertinent
publications that will help themin designing or
answering several of the questions in the RFP. So
we're going to be meeting on the 17th of December at
one o'clock at the USGS here in Baton Rouge.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. Any comments or questions?

(No response.)

Thank you, Charlie. | think that concluded the
presentations and commttee reports for the day,
unl ess soneone else nmet that | don't know about. Now
we will just ask for -- as we mentioned before we
| eave a slot on the Comm ssion agenda for just general
task force questions or comments. Are there any
menbers of the task force that would like to coment?

(No response.)

Now we have new business. Do we have any new
busi ness itens?

(No response.)
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All right. The next neeting -- no, we have
public comments before next neeting. Any public
conments or questions?

(No response.)

COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

Tony, on the menorandum that you prepared to go
to the water well drillers and owners, on page 2 of
t he memorandum Tony, there's a reference in the
m ddl e of the page, the revised water well information
sheet is attached. That attachnent is not attached to
my packet. Is that --

MR. DUPLECHI N

Ckay. That's not -- | just printed out the meno
itself. The water well sheet is the one that we've
been using for the past two nonths, if you've seen it.
| f you want a copy of it, | have a copy of it right
here. But no, this was just to show the | anguage of
drought condition wells.

COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

Thank you.
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

As you know, the Sparta has had a study
comm ssi on about a year ago, and the first inportant
phase of that study is going to be presented on
Decenber the 14th at two o'clock in Ruston, which wil
include the presentation of the updated nodel that the
engi neers have done. So anybody that would like to
come, you're welconme to come. It's going to be
Fri day, Decenber 14th at two o'clock at the Courthouse

Annex. |If you want to know how to get there or you
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need anynore information, you can contact nme after the
nmeeting. We'll be nore than happy to share that
information with the consultants, any information that
we have.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| f you can get me the meeting information, if you
can just e-mail it to me with a map, we'll be glad to
distribute it to our mailing list and the menbers of
t he task force and Comm ssion. Thank you. M.

Cef al u.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Yes. |'m concerned, again, LMA -- does LMA have
anyone on the technical commttees representing LMA?
Are y'all getting the representation that y'all need
to have?

COVM SSI ONER GANTT:

' mrepresenting LMA on the Conm ssion.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

The other thing was, the Advisory Task Force
| ndustrial Conmmittee nentioned the paperwork being
sent to the industries to request information that
we're going to need to do studies on. Are all the
other comm ttees doing the same? | mean, there's a
| ot of public entities out there that have -- that are
using surface waters for water treatnent, and | would
hope that we would send not only to the industries,
but also to all of those public entities also that are
using surface as well as ground water.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| know we have been dependent to a certain -- to
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a large degree for the information being collected
t hrough USGS for public bodies. Charlie, would you
i ke to coment?
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

| s that being done?
MR. DEMAS:

That's done on a quarterly basis to both industry
and all water users including ag and public supply.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

So we're making sure we get that information.
Thank you very much.

MR. DEMAS:

That's been done that way for, what, 30 years
now.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

We had talked -- are there any other comments or
guesti ons?

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

No, I'mfinished. Thank you.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

The next agenda item was the schedule for the
next meeting, and | think there -- are there anynore
public comments? |'m sorry.

(No response.)

The schedul e for the next neeting, we had
tentatively discussed this morning the week of January
14t h, but it turns out that the Departnment of Natural
Resources will be noving into their new building, so
that's probably not a good tinme. In terms of

deci sions, are there any time-critical dates that
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anyone is aware of? |'m not aware of any, but we need
to obviously have a neeting in not too long of a tinme
frame so we can further develop a plan, but we don't
have any emergency rul e deadlines or things |ike that
to trigger another neeting. So what I'd like to
suggest is that we nmeet the week of -- well, we my
have to actually meet that week unless we want to put
it off until the next week, because Monday, the 21st,

is a holiday, and there's a Wetlands Authority meeting

on the 23rd. |Is there a -- could we -- | know y' al
are nmoving, but on the 16th, | know that's a bad week,
but if we do that we'll be into the |ast week of

January if we don't.
MR. DUPLECHI N

We m ght be back here.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

That will work.
COVM SSI ONER NAMMNAMBA:

What day of the week?
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

The 16th is a Wednesday.
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

| can't, but that doesn't mean you can't neet.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Can the mpjority of the Comm ssion nmeet then?
We'll be comng up to see you before then. Let's
tentatively set our next meeting date on the 16th.
Well, the 14th. | was thinking the Staff was going to
be involved in noving activities nmore than they are.

MR. DUPLECHI N
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The building is supposed to be closed the 1l1th
t hrough the 14th with just a skeleton crew. W won't
be nmoved yet.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

We'll just find another |ocation on the 14th.
Let's keep it on the 14th of January. Tine, we'll --
it seens to be working pretty well, the 9:30 in the
morni ng for task force and 1:30 Conmm ssion neeting.
Do I have a notion to adjourn?

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:
Wher e?
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

We'l | have to work on the |ocation.
COVM SSI ONER SPI CER

| move we adj ourn.

COVM SSI ONER NAMMNAMBA:
Second.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Move to adjourn. Thank you.




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

W RN NN RN N NN NNNR P RBP B R B B R b
O © ® ~N o O b W N P O © 0 N O U A W N B O

Page 35 of 35

CERTI FI CATE
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report the proceedings thereof; that the foregoing
pages, numbered 1 through 35, inclusive, constitute a
true and correct transcript of the proceedings
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